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Year 3-4: Lesson 3

UNLOCKING OUR STORIES: AUSTRALIA'S SYMBOLS

Unlocking Our Stories is an engaging resource for teaching about the national symbols in Australian
classrooms. Developed by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, this curriculum-aligned
resource for Years 3-8 will help you and your students discover the rich meaning and history of the
Australian National Anthem, the flags of Australia and other national symbols.

FLOWERS, GEMSTONES, COLOURS AND THE ARMS
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SYMBOL SYNONYMS

Explore the difference between
symbol synonyms: emblem, icon,
and logo.

Create a vocabulary card for the
words emblem, icon, and logo.

Write the target word in the middle
of the card. In the four quadrants,
write or draw a definition,
synonyms and antonyms and use
the word in a sentence.

ACROSTIC POEMS

Explain that in an acrostic poem
the first letters of each line spell
out a word.

Display the names of the national
symbols covered in this lesson:
the Golden Wattle, green and
gold, opals, and Coat of Arms (or
Commonwealth Coat of Arms).

Students write an acrostic poem
to describe the symbol and how it
makes them feel or why they think
it is important.

SYMBOL SPEECH

Support students to prepare
a speech explaining which of
Australia’s symbols they like best.

Provide appropriate templates

and scaffolds to support effective
explanation of why they think the
symbol is important and how well it
represents all Australians.

Model effective public speaking
techniques and provide a safe
and supportive environment for

students to present their speeches.

MUST INCLUDE

Explain the rules of the
writing game: ‘Must Include’.

Students write an original narrative
but must include the following:
e two children
e akookaburra and a wombat
e aline from the
Australian National Anthem
« the Southern Cross
o wattle
e anopal
e and a sticky note.



PLANT TAG

Provide examples of plant tags that
give facts about the plant and how
to care for it.

Discuss the language features and
content of the tags. How are they
similar? What extra information do
some provide?

Research the Golden Wattle
(Acacia pycnantha) and record

relevant information.

Create a tag for the Golden Wattle.

POPULARITY POLL

Conduct a statistical investigation
to find out which national symbol is
the most popular.

Provide opportunities for students
to create and collect data through

Survey responses.

Record and display the survey data
using digital tools.

Ask students to interpret the data
and communicate the results.

WATTLE SEEDS

Source wattle seeds from a wattle
plant or purchase a small amount
from a nursery or health food shop.

Prepare observation questions

to allow students to record their
observations of the seeds including
physical appearance (colour, size,
shape), touch (texture, weight),
and smell (may require grinding or
wetting).

Focus on precise word choices
rather than general terms.

OPAL MINING

Research the methods used for

opal mining.

How hard is it? How many steps

are there? Are there different

techniques in different areas?

Explore and discuss the impact of

opal mining on the environment.

Discuss what rules should be in

place to protect or restore the

environment.



UNOFFICIAL SYMBOLS

As well as the official national
symbols, there are also popular
unofficial symbols of Australia.

Provide examples of unofficial
symbols such as the boxing
kangaroo, Vegemite, meat pies,
boomerangs, koalas, the Opera
House, Sydney Harbour Bridge,
surf lifesavers, etc.

Create a collage of official and
unofficial symbols.

WATTLE SONGS

Many songs about wattle have
been written and recorded by
Australian musicians.

Listen to some of these songs and
compare them. Do they have lyrics
in common? Are they a similar
music style or do they vary?

Which do the students like best
and why?

FAMILY ARMS

Use the template on the student
worksheet to allow students to
design a family coat of arms.

Brainstorm the elements that
should be included in the six
sections of the shield and
what other elements could be
incorporated.

Discuss the need for students to
represent their whole family.

WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN?

Set the scene for a short drama
activity.

Mila and Kai arrive home after their
adventure. Their parents ask where
they have been.

Would the children tell the truth?
How believable is their story? What
might their parents ask them?

Have students work with a partner
or group to act out the scene.



STATE ARMS

As well as different flags and
symbols, many Australian states
also have their own Coat of Arms.

Find out about the Arms of each
state and what they represent.

Compare the Arms with the
symbols on the stage flags and the
Commonwealth Coat of Arms.

STATE EMBLEMS

Each Australian state and territory
has its own set of symbols such as
animal, floral, and bird.

Find out the symbols for each
state.

Assign each student one of the
symbols and have them create a
pair of matching memory game
cards.

Combine the pairs of cards to
create a class set. Allow students

to play memory with a friend.

OCTOBER OPAL

Explain the concept of a birthstone
and how it is a symbol of the
month a person is born.

Opal is known as the birthstone for
people born in October.

Find out which birthstone
represents each student.

Create a table with a description of
each stone and its features.

SYMBOL SPOTTO!

Instruct students to keep an eye
out for the national symbols over a
specified period of time, such as a
week.

Each time a student has seen a
symbol, they should record it on a
class display stating where it was
located.

Students score a point for each
symbol they see. Who will be the
spotto winner? Take it to the next
level by competing with another
class.
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Go Further: Independent Taske

FOUR BY FOUR GRID WORKSHEET ANSWERS

The final page of the student worksheet provides student-focused What is a Symbol?

instructions for all 16 activities so they can be completed independently,

) Definition: something that stands for or means something else.
in small groups or as homework tasks.

Synonyms: emblem, logo, icon. Antonyms: literal

THE CASE OF THE MISSING EMyU

Name:

Golden Wattle

Avties from the gric. acuy

@ .

e[/ | floral, unity, bushfires, September, colours

DIFFERENTIATION
Green and Gold

As students move down each Australians wear green and gold clothing to show their support for Australian

teams. Wearing the national colours brings people together and shows that
people feel proud of their team and country. (Answers will vary).

column, the activities become
more complex. The activities

with a star % are most difficult
or will take longer to complete. Opals

Teachers may wish to guide South Australia, Queensland, New South Wales

students to activities that are
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Lesson 3 Worksiest page 5

best suited to their individual Commonwealth Coat of Arms

needs. Clockwise from top-left: Commonwealth Star, wreath, emu, shield, scroll,
Golden Wattle, kangaroo




In the next lescon ...

The Case of the Missing Emu reaches its exciting conclusion. Kai, Mila and
Kangaroo have collected all the clues and it's time to solve the mystery.
What is the message Emu wanted to give all Australians? Crack the code
and then play the game to return Emu and Kangaroo to their positions on the
Commonwealth Coat of Arms at Old Parliament House.
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Australian Flags of Australia Other National Game Time
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