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&; Year 3-4: Lesson 4

PLAY, ASSESS AND REFLECT
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UNLOCKING OUR STORIES: AUSTRALIA'S SYMBOLS

Unlocking Our Stories is an engaging resource for teaching about the national symbols in Australian classrooms.
Developed by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, this curriculum-aligned resource for Years 3-8 will
help you and your students discover the rich meaning and history of the Australian National Anthem, the flags of

Australia and other national symbols.













Step 2 — Play the Game

THE CASE OF THE MISSING EMU GAME

Game objective: Remember facts about Australia’s national symbols.

The Case of the Missing Emu game launches from the Student and Teacher areas of
the Unlocking Our Stories: Australia’s Symbols website. It can be played on a computer
or tablet but is not recommended for mobile phones.

Part A - Answer

Answer sets of five questions about the national symbols to earn playing time. A correct
answer on the first attempt earns ten seconds of game time. A correct answer on the
second attempt earns five seconds. There is no penalty for an incorrect answer but no
time is awarded.

Part B — Catch

Use the accrued time to catch a target element from the Commonwealth Coat of Arms
as it falls from the sky. Once five target objects are caught, that part of the Arms is
unlocked. If a ‘distractor’ element is caught, a 5 second time penalty is applied.

Part C — Rebuild

After completing all five rounds, reconstruct the Coat of Arms by dragging and
dropping the elements to the correct location. If all the elements have been collected
and the Arms is rebuilt, it is restored to its position on Old Parliament House.

‘Our home is girt by sea.’

What word means the same as ‘girt'?
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You did it!
And just in time for the
Prime Minister’s visit.




Step 3 — Check for Understanding

To check for understanding, three assessment tools are provided on the
Activity Sheet. Teachers may choose to do one task, or any combination
of tasks, to gather data about student learning.

OPTION A - KNOWLEDGE CHECK OPTION C - PERSUASIVE WRITING

Option A is a formal knowledge check with one question for each A persuasive writing task is provided to allow students to show a
of the lesson objectives for Lessons 1-3. deeper level of understanding and critical thinking.

This is recommended for teachers wanting a summative The task includes:

assessment tool and an opportunity to gather a deep . a topic statement

understanding of students’ knowledge, skills and attitudes.
e guidance on the task requirements

Sample responses are provided on page 7.
e aplanning sheet

e writing space.

OPTION B - GRAPHIC ORGANISER

Teachers are encouraged to use this task in conjunction with
A graphic organiser with prompting text provides an alternative explicit instruction on persuasive writing.

to a question and answer assessment.
This task requires less reading and writing.

It provides a quick snapshot of students’ understanding of the
symbols, their meaning and their significance.



Step 3 — Check for Understanding

OPTION A - SAMPLE RESPONSES

Australian National Anthem Flowers, Gemstones, Colours and the Arms
1. all, free, soil, sea, land, rich, every, Fair, joyful, Fair. /. Checkaccuracy of description or drawing.
2. Answers will vary. Students should give at least one reason for choosing 8. Answers will vary. Check that valid symbolism has been identified.
the lyric and some explanation of its meaning. 9. Answers will vary. Students should give some explanation for how their

. . - . . . chosen symbol represents all Australians.
3. A national anthem is used at official and public ceremonies, and sporting y P

and community events, to represent a country and its people.
Emu’s Message

Australian National Flag WE ARE ONE AND FREE

4. Union Jack, Southern Cross, Commonwealth Star (or Federation Star). Answers will vary. Students should give at least one explanation each of the

word ‘one” and of the word ‘free’. They may also be able to identify why this
5. Answers will vary. Two correct protocols should be given. lyric was changed in 2021.

6. Check accuracy of the drawing of the flag.
Answers will vary. Australian Indigenous peoples wanted their own
flag to represent the culture, history and people in a way that was not

represented on the Australian National Flag.



Step 4 — Reflect on Learning

OPTION D - SELF-REFLECTION

This activity provides an opportunity for students to reflect on their
learning. It is recommended that the teacher reads each question and
discusses how to make reflective and thoughtful responses.

1. How much did you know about our national symbols BEFORE this unit

of work?

« |dentify ways students could think back to their understanding
before the unit of work.

2. How much do you know about our national symbols AFTER this unit of

work?

 |dentify ways students could compare their understanding before
and after the unit of work.

3. What is the most interesting thing you learned?

« Ask students to share their ideas about what has been interesting
to learn. Students can use their own ideas or springboard from the
ideas of others.

4. Describe something you still want to learn more about.

« Use think-pair-share to encourage personal and collective thinking.



[he End.

The Case of the Missing Emu is solved.
Emu and Kangaroo have returned to their positions on the
Commonwealth Coat of Arms at Old Parliament House.
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LESSON 4

Game Time
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