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Introduction to Lesson 2

LESSON OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this lesson are for students to:

•	 Understand the history of the Australian National Flag

•	 Apply knowledge of the protocols for use of the flag to a new situation

•	 Evaluate the existence of multiple flags. 

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Year 5 - History 

The reasons people migrated to Australia and the experiences 
and contributions of a particular migrant group within a colony 
(ACHASSK109)

Year 5 - Civics and Citizenship 

How people with shared beliefs and values work together to achieve a 
civic goal (ACHASSK118)

Year 6 - History 

Experiences of Australian democracy and citizenship, including the 
status and rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 
migrants, women and children (ACHASSK135)

Stories of groups of people who migrated to Australia since Federation 
(including from ONE country of the Asia region) and reasons they 
migrated (ACHASSK136)

Year 6 - Civics and Citizenship 

The shared values of Australian citizenship and the formal rights and 
responsibilities of Australian citizens (ACHASSK147)

DIFFERENTIATION

Teachers are encouraged to use discretion to present these materials based 

on their students’ individual needs and existing knowledge and understanding. 

This includes presenting information orally to the whole class or small 

groups, providing screen reading technologies, giving support through peer 

partnering, and allowing students to work independently and self-paced.

Further differentiation options are presented in the student worksheet where 

16 additional activities are provided. These are grouped according to subject 

area (English, Maths and Science, The Arts and additional research) and 

increase in complexity and demand. Tasks requiring more time are indicated 

with a star.



https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/multicultural-education/culture-and-diversity/cultural-inclusion#tabs-70
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Go Further: English

VEXILLOLOGICAL VOCAB

Create a glossary for the keywords 
needed to describe flags and any 
other words you have learnt in this 
lesson.

Build an alphabetised glossary or 
other preferred vocabulary tool to 
explore the meanings and correct 
use of each word in the context of 
flags.

Recommended words are: fly, 
hoist, canton, quadrant, ensign, 
precedence, protocol.

MY ENTRY

Research and discuss the five 
winners in the quest to design a 
new national flag.

Find out about 14-year old Ivor 
Evans, who was the youngest of 
the joint winners.

Encourage students to imagine 
they are Ivor and write the 
description of his design and why 
he chose each colour and symbol.

PODCAST PLEASE

Arrange for students to interview a 
teacher at your school about their 
knowledge of the  
Australian National Flag. 

How much do they know about its 
symbolism, history and protocols? 
What do they like and dislike about 
the flag?

Provide the resources for students 
to create a podcast episode to 
share their findings with the class. 

NUMBAT NEWS

Explain the structure and language 
of a newspaper report. Start with 
a lead that includes all the key 
details. Follow this with other 
information from most important to 
least important. 

Students write a newspaper report 
about the drama that unfolded at 
the naval base in the story. 

Encourage them to include 
eyewitness quotes and insights. 
Take the opportunity to explore 
direct and reported speech.
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Go Further: Maths and Science

FIRST FLAG FACTS

The first Australian National Flag 
was 5.5 metres by 11 metres. 

What is the area of the original 
flag? 

Mark it out in the playground. 

Compare it with your school’s flag. 
How many times bigger was the 
original?

STAR GEOMETRY

The Commonwealth Star is a 
seven-pointed star. 

Ask students to draw a seven-
pointed star. 

Explore the angles between each 
point using a protractor.

Allow students to experiment with 
geometric equipment to create a 
more accurate version of the star.

Try using computer software to 
create a seven-pointed star.

FLAG SEMAPHORE

Research how to use semaphore 
flags to send messages. 

Discuss the choice of semaphore 
flag colours for land and sea and  
why they were chosen. 

Allow students to interpret 
instructions for signalling each 
letter.

Try to learn enough letters to send 
a message by semaphore.

BE PRECISE

Examine the guidelines on this 
template for accurately creating 
the Australian National Flag. 

Using the guide, geometric tools 
or a digital program, create an 
accurate image of the flag. 

Challenge: there are lots of 
fractions!

https://www.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/files/pmc/Honours/flag-infosheet-recreate-flag.pdf
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Go Further: The Arts

CROSSES ON CROSSES

Discuss the use of the Union Jack 
as the national flag prior to 1901.

The Union Jack is made up of three 
crosses laid over each other. 

Research the three crosses to 
understand their history and 
meaning. 

Draw each one and cut them out. 
Use them to recreate the Union 
Jack. 

DHARI DESIGN

The Torres Strait Islander Flag 
features a Dhari. 

Find out about the significance of 
the Dhari and how it is traditionally 
made with materials found in the 
Torres Strait Islands.

Draw or create a Dhari based on 
what you learn.  

RED, BLACK & YELLOW

These three colours are used in 
many Indigenous artworks as well 
as on the Australian Aboriginal 
Flag. 

Discuss why these colours are so 
prevalent. 

Invite an Indigenous artist from the 
local community to speak to the 
class about local art techniques 
and colours. 

Or search for Indigenous art that 
uses these three colours.

RADIO PLAY

Before television was invented, 
children listened to dramatised 
stories on the radio. Characters 
used voices and sound effects. 

Provide copies of The Talent Quest 
story for students to create a radio 
play.

Record the play on a digital device 
and share it with the class.

Evaluate the performance and how 
it compares to the experience of 
watching television.
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Go Further: Research Tasks

BILLS TO LAWS

The Flags Act 1953 started as a Bill 
then became a law. 

Teach or revise knowledge of the 
process of creating a law.

Check student understanding by 
asking them to create a diagram or 
flowchart to show how the process 
works. 

STATE FLAGS

The flags of the states and 
territories are listed as other official 
flags of Australia in the  
Flags Act 1953.

Research the symbols on the state 
flags. 

How were they chosen? What do 
they represent? 

Create a digital presentation or an 
online quiz to share with the class.

THE SEVENTH POINT

The Commonwealth Star was 
originally a six-pointed star 
representing the six states that 
came together at Federation.

The seventh point on the 
Commonwealth Star was added to 
represent the Australian territories. 

Research the territories and locate 
them on a map. Label the map 
using the facts you discover.

FEDERATION

The joining of the states (then 
colonies) to form a nation was a 
big moment in Australia’s history 
and spurred the need for a national 
flag. 

It changed the way Australia was 
governed. 

Use a Venn diagram to create a 
before and after chart to show how 
Federation changed life and law in 
Australia.
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